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1. Call to Order: 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Don Bartz, Deb Ehster, Dan Mortensen, Craig McEwen, Bill Schremp, Dan 
Knoblock, and Village President George Peterson.  Also present: Administrator Gary 
Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 

3. Approve Agenda: 
 
Motioned by Bartz/Mortensen to approve the Village Board Agenda of January 
22, 2018 as presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 
 
Motioned by Bartz/Mortensen to approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes 
of January 8, 2018, Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes of January 8, 
2018, and Tourism Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2018 as presented.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

5. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None 
 
6. Clerk’s Report: 
 

A. Applications, Licenses, and Permits (as submitted) 
 

Motioned by Knoblock/Bartz to approve all Applications, Licenses, and 
Permits as submitted.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

7. Police Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his department.   

 There were 531 calls for the month of December. 
 Chief Hunt presented the quarterly and year-end report. 
 There were 3 prostitution arrests made over the weekend. 
 The new officer started today.  Officer Loveless previously worked at the 

Kronenwetter Police Department. 
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8. Resolution 2018-4 Resolution of Appreciation to Domtar Paper Company, LLC., for 
their Generous Donation for the Dock Located at the Kort Street Boat Landing 
Facility: 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that the Board did approve the purchase of a new dock at 
the Boat Landing.  The Board requested that Mr. Vergara contact Domtar as they are 
involved with that boat landing.  Mr. Vergara explained to Domtar what the Village 
wanted to update the dock.  Domtar offered a donation to the Village for $1,744.00 
to widen the docks from 4 feet wide to 6 feet wide.  Mr. Vergara and Mr. Olsen would 
like the Village to show their appreciation to Domtar by presenting a Resolution on 
behalf of their generous donation. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Bartz to approve Resolution 2018-4, Resolution of 
Appreciation to Domtar Paper Company, LLC. as presented.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0. 
 

9. Appoint Pool Commissioner Cory Jarocki for a 1 year term: 
 
Trustee Craig McEwen requested that this item be approved as Ms. Jarocki needs to 
be appointed for another year by the Village Board.  Mr. Jarocki agreed to serve on 
the Pool Commission for another term. 
 
Motioned by Bartz/Mortensen to appoint Cory Jarocki for the Rothschild 
resident Pool Commissioner for a 1 year term.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 

 
10. Discussion and Possible Action regarding the Purchasing Policy: 

 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that this was presented to the Village Board at their last 
meeting.  There were some slight verbiage changes that were given by Board 
members that were made to the policy. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to approve the Purchasing Policy as 
submitted.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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11. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Becker’s Addition Alley Vacation: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained to the Board the process that would need to be followed for 
the Village to move forward with the vacation process to vacate the Becker’s 
Addition alleyway.  The Village approved to special assess the residents of this area 
to allow the vacation.  After discussion with the Village Attorney Shane VanderWaal, 
the Village cannot assess the home owners for personal gain.  Attorney VanderWaal 
felt the vacation would be a personal gain to the owners because they would be 
receiving more land.  In order to vacate the alleyway the Village would need to use 
their own funds to proceed with the vacation.  Mr. Vergara suggested to not move 
forward with the vacation but to have the Village crew maintain the alley(s).  The 
Village would need to notify the residents that the vacation will not precede.  If 
homeowners did in fact want the alleyway vacated, then the homeowner(s) will 
need to pay for vacation without a bill or special assessment from the Village. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Bartz to deny the Becker’s Addition Alley Vacation per 
the Village Attorney’s Letter and to notify the residents of the outcome of the 
alleyway vacation.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

12. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Holding an Easter Egg Hunt for Children 
on March 31, 2018: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that Ray deLong had the idea to hold an Easter Egg Hunt for 
the children here in the Village.  Mr. Olsen met with Chief Hunt and held a meeting 
with a representative from Trigs to see if they wanted to partner together for this 
event.  The Village would pay for the plastic eggs with candy or toys inside.  Trigs 
would have food for sale and any proceeds would be donated to DARE.  The event 
would take place on Saturday, March 31, 2018 at George Street Park.  The cost 
would be under $1,500.00.  The funding could either come from Room Tax or the 
Park’s budget. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Bartz to approve to hold an Easter Egg Hunt for 
Children on March 31, 2018.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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13. Request to Write-Off Outstanding Ambulance and Fire Department Receivables: 

 
The Village is currently showing $49,935.88 in outstanding ambulance bills and 
$2,049.49 in outstanding Fire Department bills.  All of these bills are dated between 
2013 and 2014 and have been turned over to collections.  For accounting reasons, 
Mr. Olsen would like to write these bills off the Village books, because they have 
been turned over to collections and there is no guarantee of payment.  The Village is 
receiving payments on these bills and that will continue; but when the payments are 
received they will be booked directly to the revenue account.   
 
Motioned by Bartz/Ehster to Write-Off the Outstanding Ambulance Bills in the 
amount of $49,935.88 and Fire Bills in the amount of $2,049.49 as requested.  
Roll call vote: Bill Schremp – Aye; Dan Knoblock – Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; 
Craig McEwen – Aye; Don Bartz – Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; and Village President 
George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

14. Approval for Administrator to continue to being an Instructor for the 
Clerks/Treasurer Institute: 
 
Per the Village Administrator’s contract, any outside work must be approved by the 
Board.  The Village Administrator has taught at the Clerks/Treasurer Institute for 
the last four years.  The dates of this event are July 16th-18th.  The Village 
Administrator would like permission to be allowed to continue teaching at the 
institute.  Vacation days will be used for the three days off. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Bartz to approve the Administrator, Gary Olsen to 
continue to being an Instructor for the Clerks/Treasurer Institute as 
requested.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

15. Administrators Report: 
Administrator Gary Olsen gave a brief update on his report. 

 The Village closed on 108 Weston Avenue, so the property is now owned by the 

Village.  At a future meeting, a proposal will be brought to the Board to discuss 

the cost to take down the structure.   

 A meeting was held with Zach Drewek and a Developer’s Agreement is being 

completed for the project. 

 The office remodeling project has begun by starting to reorganize the attic storage 

room and clean out the copier room.  Sandra’s new desk will arrive on February 

2nd and the new wall built after that. 

 The DARE graduations that were held at Rothschild Elementary School and Saint 

Marks Elementary were attended by the Administrator. 

 Mr. Olsen will be out of the office on February 8-9 at a conference sponsored by 

Ehlers.  Sandra will also be attending this training. 

 The warming shelter is definitely picking up in business and George Street Park 

has been busy with sledding and ice skating. 
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16. Administrator of Public Works Report: 
 
Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara gave an update about his 
department. 

 Insituform was able to complete the remaining 42 feet of 21” pipe as part of 
the BUS Hwy 51 Sanitary Lining Project last week.  Mr. Vergara will be 
receiving the reports in the near future. 

 The Village has officially been approved for, and accepted, a WDNR Urban 
Nonpoint Source Water Pollution Abatement & Stormwater Management 
Grant in the amount of $64,400.00.  This is a 50/50 grant.  The Stormwater 
work will consist of updating the Village’s Stormwater Management Plan and 
Phosphorous loading estimations over the course of 2 years: 2018 & 2019. 

 Mr. Vergara mentioned to the Board that a resident’s driveway is in the ROW 
on the corner of Richey & Lemke.  The Village will be removing trees in that 
area and will need to use the driveway to access the area. 

 Ben Breitenbach approached Mr. McEwen regarding the vision triangle 
growth at the Military and Pearl intersection.  Mr. Vergara had the Village 
crew remove and clean the area requested. 
 

17. Committee Reports and Referrals: 
Trustee Deb Ehster is still working on the Centennial Book. 
 
Trustee Craig McEwen mentioned that the Pool Commission will be meeting on 
February 1, 2018 at 7:00pm. 
 
Trustee Bill Schremp mentioned that Riverside Fire District will be meeting on 
February 5, 2018 at 5:00pm. 
 

18. Presidents Report: 
Village President George Peterson gave an update on his activity. 

 There was a meeting at the Convention and Expo Center to take a tour of the 
center to see where the Village’s contributions were spent. 

 Mr. Peterson, Mr. Olsen, and Richard Downey attended the Wisconsin Utility 
Tax Association meeting in Madison. 

 There is a meeting next week by the League of Municipalities on January 30th 
regarding Levy Limits in Oconto. 

 Mr. Peterson distributed a public transit survey to the Board to discuss 
further at the next Village Board Meeting. 
 

19. Adjourn: 
Motioned by McEwen/Knoblock to adjourn.  Questioned and carried 
7:0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm. 
  
Elizabeth Felkner 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 

 




